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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

Thers were three Cotton Mill Owners' Asscciaticns in Chins known as the
East Chinm, North China and South China Associatiocns., Of the three the
East, China A¢socialion was the most importaut. It was clder, larger,
tetter organized, und carried the moet weight with the government.
Territcrially it covered the three provinces of Kiaugsv, Chekiang and
Anhui ,‘ ‘

Privr to the outbreak of fighting between China and Japan /19377 the

East Chine Cotton Mill Owners' Association pot only collected statistics
of comruon interest to miil operatore, but represented them in negotiations
with the goveroment on tax matters. Thia was its most importent function.
During the Japsuese cccupation of East Chima [1938-457 the Association
vas dormant but vas revived at the end of hostilities [I945/. It did

not regain its former position, however, because
governme.t had fallen heir to the ex-Japanese mills
These formed & large block in the membership which set policy o

Association; the privete mills found it expedient to follow the lead of
the government wills. As a result the Association ceased to perform its
wost important function, although it still collected statistics and
pexformed other azinor functions.

Under thae Communiste 19’4»9--:151:5_,7 the Associaticn still exists but is of
little impcrtence. The Communist government not only %cok over the former
Nationslist government mills, but acquired outright some of the private
owned mills, and exercises effective control over the rest.
Under these circumetances the Associstion has lost entirely its indepsndent
status. It is not even in a position to collect or publish statistics.
This is & function of the Cottom Control Board | |

~ which acquires rav cotton and allocates it to the milis.
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